WOKINGHAM 


UNION 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1893. 


Pursuant  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Eeading, 

March,  1894. 

To  THE  Wokingham  Eubal  Sanitaey  Authoeity, 

Gentlemen, 

In  making  my  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  1893,  I  have  to  record  that  the  health 
of  your  district  was  good,  and  that  the  standard  of  past  years  was  well  sustained  throughout  it. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  complete  Eeport  on  the  Census  of  1891  having  recently  been  published,  I  am  now 
able  to  record  the  age-and  sex -distribution  of  the  population  of  your  district,  and  other  particulars 
of  interest  concerning  it. 

The  number  of  persons  living  within  the  district  on  the  6th  April,  1891,  was  14,093,  and 
consisted  of  6,964  males,  and  7,129  females. 

There  were  1,024  females  to  1,000  males,  the  proportion  in  the  whole  of  Berkshire  having 
been  1,034  females  to  1,000  males;  and  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  1,064  females  to 
1,000  males. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  in  statute  acres,  the  houses  in  1891,  the  population 
and  males  and  females  in  1881  and  1891,  and  the  number  of  persons  estimated  to  be  living  at 
the  middle  of  1893  in  the  Wokingham  Eural  Sanitary  District,  the  Wokingham  Eegistration 
Sub-district,  excluding  the  Borough  of  Wokingham,  the  Wargrave  Eegistration  Sub-district,  and 
in  each  civil  parish  in  your  district. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  estimated  populations  of  1893,  these  figures  are  taken  from  the 
Census  of  1891,  and  may  prove  to  be  of  use  in  view  of  any  changes  in  the  constitution  of 
parishes  which  may  possibly  be  contemplated  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tjocal  Government 
Act,  1894. 
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HOUSES. 

POPULATIONS. 

NAMES  OF  LOCALITIES. 

Area  in 
St  at- 

Inha¬ 

bited. 

Un¬ 

inha¬ 

bited. 

Build¬ 

ing. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

ute 

Acres. 

1891. 

1881. 

1891. 

1881. 

1891. 

1881. 

1891. 

Esti¬ 
mated  to 
middle  ol 
1893. 

Wokingham  Rural  Sanitary  | 
District  . .  . ( 

42270 

2908 

122 

16 

12897 

14093 

6423 

6964 

6474 

7129 

14377 

Wokingham  Registration  Sub-  I 
District,  excluding  Woking-  ^ 
ham  Borough  . .  . .  . .  / 

22791 

1331 

50 

7 

5707 

6270 

2859 

3103 

2848 

3167 

6404 

Shinfield  (1) 

4314 

321 

13 

4 

1259 

1493 

637 

752 

622 

741 

1545 

Arborfield  . . 

1469 

61 

2 

0 

270 

248 

130 

127 

140 

121 

242 

East  Swallowfield 

1522 

82 

2 

0 

313 

363 

149 

169 

164 

194 

373 

West  Swallowfield  (2) 

2223 

257 

11 

0 

1039 

1142 

528 

568 

511 

574 

1161 

Einchampstead 

3943 

138 

7 

2 

665 

680 

327 

343 

338 

337 

680 

Barkham 

Wokingham,  excluding  Wok- 1 
ingham  Borough  . .  . .  / 

1388 

7932 

56 

416 

4 

11 

0 

1 

217 

1944 

284 

2060 

100 

988 

145 

999 

117 

13^) 

301 

Wargrave  Registration  Sub-  1 
District  ..  ..  / 

19479 

1577 

72 

9 

7190 

7823 

3564 

3861 

3626 

3962 

7973 

Sonning 

1246 

106 

4 

0 

494 

515 

229 

231 

265 

284 

519 

Sandford  and  Woodley  . . 

3609 

217 

3 

2 

1112 

1095 

604 

584 

508 

511 

1090 

Earley 

1913 

105 

6 

0 

459 

496 

229 

237 

230 

259 

504 

Wargrave  (3)  ..  ..  .. 

4462 

381 

41 

6 

1882 

2027 

919 

984 

963 

1043 

2058 

Euscombe  . . 

1294 

74 

1 

0 

375 

349 

200 

182 

175 

167 

343 

Whistley  (4) 

1935 

335 

11 

1 

1249 

1617 

590 

801 

659 

816 

1712 

Newland  (5)  . .  . .  .  . . 

1227 

66 

1 

0 

277 

301 

129 

149 

148 

152 

307 

Winnersh  (6) 

2045 

152 

3 

0 

685 

701 

342 

343 

343 

358 

704 

Broad  Hinton  (7)  . . 

1748 

141 

2 

0 

657 

722 

322 

350 

335 

372 

736 

1.  Including  a  detached  part  locally  situated  in  Bradfield  Union  between  Beech  Hill, 

Strathfield  Mortimer,  and  Sulhampstead  Banister. 

2.  Including  Eisely  Common.  Also  including  a  detached  part  locally  situated  between  Arbor- 

field,  Bramshill,  Einchampstead,  and  East  Swallowfield. 

3.  Including  Hare  Hatch,  Kiln  Green,  and  part  of  Knowl  Hill. 

4.  Including  part  of  Hurst  and  part  of  Tw’yford.  Also  including  a  detached  part  locally  situ¬ 

ated  between  Euscombe,  Wargrave,  and  a  detached  part  of  Broad  Hinton. 

5.  Including  part  of  Arborfield  Cross. 

6.  Including  King  Street,  Merry  Hill  Green,  and  Sindlesham. 

7.  Including  part  of  Hurst,  part  of  Twyford,  and  part  of  Whistley  Green.  Also  including  a 

detached  part  locally  situated  between  Euscombe,  Sandford,  Woodley,  Wargrave, 
Whistley,  and  a  detached  part  of  Whistley. 
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The  number  and  sex  of  the  population  in  1891  at  several  groups  of  ages  are  given  in  the 
next  table :  — 


Age. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1—- 

2— 

3— 

4— 

Under 

5 

years. 

5  - 

10- 

15— 

20— 

25— 

30— 

35— 

Males 

159 

151 

171 

173 

159 

1  813 

848 

824 

676 

548 

493 

426 

425 

Females 

148 

175 

152 

162 

175 

812 

877 

824 

555 

569 

526 

472 

449 

Persons 

307 

326 

323 

335 

334 

1625 

1725 

1648 

1231 

1117 

1019 

898 

874 

Age. 

40— 

45— 

50— 

55— 

60— 

65— 

70— 

75— 

80— 

85 — ■ 

90— 

95— 

100  and 
upwards. 

Males  . . 

375 

336 

296 

249 

207 

165 

140 

84 

36 

21 

2 

0 

0 

Females 

381 

353 

352 

250 

247 

203 

131 

80 

31 

13 

3 

1 

0 

Persons 

756 

689 

648 

499 

454 

368 

271 

164 

67 

34 

5 

1 

0 

The  age-and  sex-constitution  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Woking¬ 
ham  Eural  S^itary  District  are  compared  below  : — 


0 

5 

65 

At 

all 

Ages. 

15 

25 

55 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

5. 

15. 

25. 

55. 

65. 

wards. 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1000 

123 

228 

193 

352 

57 

47 

Age- 

Distribution 

..  ' 

Wokingham  Rural  Sanitary 

I  District  . . 

1000 

115 

239 

167 

346 

68 

65 

Wokingham  Rural  f  Males  . . 

494 

58 

119 

87 

166 

32 

32 

Sanitary  District  (  Females 

506 

58 

121 

80 

179 

35 

33 

Sex- 

Distribution 

England  and  r  Males  . . 

485 

61 

114 

94 

169 

26 

21 

Wales  . .  1.  Females' 

515 

62 

114 

99 

183 

31 

26 

Inasmuch  as  the  mortality  between  5  and  55  years  of  age  is  lower  than  that  for  all  ages, 
an  unusually  large  proportion  of  persons  living  at  those  ages  in  any  community  would  tend  to 
cause  a  low  death  rate,  while  that  would  be  raised  by  an  excess  over  the  usual  proportion  living 
under  5  or  over  55  years  of  age,  because  the  mortality  at  those  periods  of  life  is  above  the  rate 
for  all  ages. 

Again,  the  death  rate  of  females  at  nearly  all  ages  is  lower  than  the  death  rate  of  males ; 
so  a  larger  proportion  of  females  than  usual  in  any  district  would  also  tend  to  lower  the  death 
rate  quite  independently  of  any  local  condition  of  site,  climate,  dwellings,  or  occupations  and 
habits  of  the  people. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  make  corrections  for  the  age-  and  sex-distribution  of  the 
population  of  places  before  their  death  rates  can  be  strictly  compared.  The  general  or  crude 
death  rate,  which  gives  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  each  1,000  of  the  population, 
when  applied  to  the  same  place  from  year  to  year  is  a  safe  indication  of  any  change  for  better  or 
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worse  in  its  health  condition,  because  the  age-  and  sex-constitution  of  populations  are  found  to 
remain  almost  constant  when  the  prevailing  industries  and  general  class  of  the  inhabitants  have 
not  changed.  But  when  used  for  comparison  with  other  places  it  may  entirely  lose  its  value  as 
a  test  of  the  relative  healthiness  of  the  places  compared,  because  the  age-  and  sex-distribution 
of  their  populations  may  be  altogether  different. 

In  the  Wokingham  Eural  Sanitary  District,  in  every  1,000  of  the  population  there  are  8 
less  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  21  fewer  persons  between  5  and  55,  29  more  at  55 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  9  fewer  females  than  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  2,908  inhabited  houses,  122  uninhabited,  and  16  building  in  your  district 
when  the  census  was  taken.  The  average  nnmber  of  persons  living  in  each  house  was  4-85. 

The  Census  (England  and  Wales)  Act,  1890,  enacted  for  the  first  time  that  account 
should  be  taken  of  all  tenements  with  less  than  five  rooms,  in  addition  to  the  usual  enumeration  of 
houses  ;  but  it  gave  no  distinct  definition  of  the  terms  house,  tenement,  or  room,  hence  it  is 
stated  in  the  census  report  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  meaning  was  not 
invariably  attached  to  them  by  those  who  were  locally  engaged  in  the  enumeration. 

This  is  to  be  regretted,  because  the  information  derived  in  this  way  would  be  of  the 
utmost  value  if  its  accuracy  could  always  be  relied  upon,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  neces¬ 
sary  definitions  will  find  a  place  in  future  Census  Acts. 

The  Beport  goes  on  to  say  : — “  According  to  the  instructions  issued  by  us  for  the 
guidance  of  the  enumerator,  all  the  space  within  the  external  and  party  walls  of  a  building  was 
to  be  considered  a  separate  house,  by  however  many  families,  living  in  distinct  tenements  or 
apartments,  it  might  be  occupied.  By  a  tenement  was  to  be  understood  any  house  or  part  of  a 
house  separately  occiipied  either  by  the  owner  or  by  a  tenant ;  and  a  separate  sc|Mifcfe*NN‘a^ 
given  to  the  occupier  of  each  such  tenement.  It  is  plain  to  us,  however,  that  these  instruc¬ 
tions  were  by  no  means  invariably  observed,  and  it  appears  that  the  term  ‘  tenement  ’  was 
especially  the  cause  of  much  confusion.  Some  thought  that  house  and  tenement  were  equiva¬ 
lent  terms  which  might  be  used  indifferently  for  each  other,  and  we  had  instances  in  which 
several  hundreds  of  flats,  instead  of  being  returned  only  as  separate  tenements,  were  returned 
as  separate  houses.  In  other  cases  a  flat  or  lodging,  separately  occupied  and  therefore 
returnable  as  a  tenement,  was  altogether  ignored,  and  its  occupiers  returned  as  members  of  the 
family  of  the  landlord  who  lived  in  the  rest  of  the  house.  There  were  even  instances  in  which 
the  enumerator  appears  to  have  thought  that  a  tenement  meant  a  room  occupied  by  members  of 
different  families  in  common,  and  returned  in  consequence  each  separate  room  in  a  common 
lodging-house  as  a  separate  tenement.  All  such  errors  when  detected,  were  corrected  by  us  ; 
but,  as  such  detection  could  only  be  the  result  of  chance,  we  cannot  but  suppose  that  many 
similar  mis-statements  have  gone  uncorrected. 

“As  regards  the  term  ‘  room  ’  we  gave  no  instrnctions.  Such  would  have  been  useless,  as 
the  instructions  could  only  reach  the  enumerator ;  and  it  was  not  the  enumerator  but  the 
occupier  himself  who  had  to  state  on  his  schedule  whether  his  tenement  had  less  than  five 
rooms,  and,  if  so,  how  many.  The  term  ‘  room  ’  is  very  elastic  and  can  be  stretched,  by  those 
who  please,  to  cover  a  landing,  a  lobby,  a  closet,  or  any  other  more  or  less  distinct  space 
within  a  dwelling.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  overcrowding  is  a  legal  offence,  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree  probable  that  a  man  with  a  large  family  crowded  into  a  small  tenement,  will  in 
his  schedule  have  given  at  any  rate  the  widest  possible  interpretation  to  the  word  ‘room.’  It  is 
possible  that  this  want  of  precision  in  the  use  of  the  term  may  account  for  some  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  differences  in  regard  to  house  accommodation  which  will  presently  be  shown  to  exist 
between  different  counties  and  different  towns.  We  can,  however,  only  deal  with  the  figures  as 
they  stand.” 

Without,  therefore,  placing  too  implicit  reliance  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  figures  relating 
to  tenement-dwellings,  we  can,  I  think,  derive  some  useful  information  from  a  broad  considera¬ 
tion  of  them. 
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While  the  inhabited  houses  numbered  2,958,  there  were  2,966  inhabited  tenements.  The 
number  of  tenements  with  less  than  five  rooms  was  1,143,  and  amounted  to  38-67  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number  of  tenements ;  they  were  occupied  by  4,583  persons  distributed  as  follows  ; — 


Booms  in 
Tenement. 

Number  of 
Tenements 
with  less 
than  five 
Booms.  1 

NUMBER  OF  OCCUPANTS 

OF 

TENEMENTS. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12  or 
more. 

1 

8  ' 

5 

2 

1 

2 

87 

29 

36 

14 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

142 

21 

33 

39 

18 

14 

10 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

906 

42 

157 

185 

141 

122 

109 

73 

33 

28 

10 

•5 

1 

This  table  shows  that  of  the  1,143  tenements  with  less  than  five  rooms,  8  were  tenements 
of  one  room,  87  of  two  rooms,  &c. ;  and  of  the  8  tenements  of  one  room  5  had  one  occupant 
each,  2  two  occupants,  1  three  occupants,  and  so  forth  for  the  remainder  of  the  figures. 

Twelve  persons,  or  0-08  per  cent,  of  the  population  were  housed  in  tenements  of  one 
room ;  179,  or  1-27  per  cent.,  in  tenements  of  two  rooms  ;  459,  or  3-26  per  cent.,  in  tenements  of 
three  rooms  ;  and  3,933,  or  27-91  per  cent.,  in  tenements  of  four  rooms  ;  whilst  9,510,  or  67*48 
per  cent.,  resided  in  tenements  having  five  or  more  rooms. 

The  average  number  of  occupants  per  room  was  1*50  in  single-roomed  tenements,  1*03  in 
"-T^o^oinedrtenernents,  1  -Q^  m  three-roomed  tenements,  and  1-08  in  four-roomed  tenements. 

In  endeavouring  to  form  some  kind  of  estimate  of  overcrowding  that  really  exists  in  such 
tenements,  the  Census  Eeport  remarks  : — “  We  must  first,  however,  define  what  we  are  to  take 
as  a  standard  of  overcrowding.  It  is  plain  that  the  number  of  rooms  and  occupants  is  not  in 
itself  an  absolute  guide,  because  rooms  differ  largely  from  each  other  in  size.  Still  we  may  be 
tolerably  certain  that  the  rooms  in  tenements  with  less  than  five  rooms  will  not,  in  any  but 
exceptional  cases,  be  of  large  size,  and  that  ordinary  tenements  which  have  more  than  two 
occupants  per  room,  bedrooms  and  sitting  rooms  included,  may  safely  be  considered  as  unduly 
overcrowded.” 

They  exclude  all  one-roomed  tenements  with  not  more  than  two  occupants,  all  two- 
roomed  tenements  with  not  more  than  four  occupants,  all  three-roomed  tenements  with  not 
more  than  six  occupants,  and  all  four-roomed  tenements  with  not  more  than  eight  occupants, 
and  consider  all  tenements  of  fewer  than  five  rooms  apiece  with  a  greater  number  of  occupants 
to  be  overcrowded. 

Judged  by  that  standard  there  were  54  overcrowded  tenements  with  less  than  five  rooms 
in  the  Wokingham  Eural  Sanitary  District  at  the  census  of  1891,  since  that  number  contained 
more  than  two  inhabitants  per  room  in  each  tenement. 

In  those  54  tenements  there  were  487  people,  or  3*46  per  cent,  of  the  total  population, 
and  the  average  number  of  persons  per  room  in  them  was  2*42. 

The  overcrowded  tenements  are  shown  on  the  right  of  the  continuous  dark  line  in  the 
preceding  table. 

These  particulars  are  set  forth  in  the  next  table  in  which,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  I 
have  given  similar  figures  referring  to  England  and  Wales,  to  all  Urban  and  Eural  Sanitary 
Districts  in  England  and  Wales,  and  to  all  the  Eural  Sanitary  Districts  in  Berkshire,  which  are 
arranged  in  the  order  of  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  overcrowded  persons  bears  to  their 
total  populations,  as  shown  in  the  last  column  of  the  table  : — 
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Proportion 

Overcrowding. 

Rubal  Sanitary  Districts 
Berkshire. 

IN 

Total 

Number 

of 

Tenements. 

Number  of 

1  to  4 
Boomed 
Tenements. 

per  cent, 
of 

1  to  4 
Boomed 
Tenements 
to  total 
Tenements. 

Number  of 

1  to  4 
Boomed 
Tenements 
with  more 
than  2 
Occupants 
per  Boom. 

Number  of 
Occupants 
of  such 
Tenements. 

Average 
Number  of 
Occupants 
per  Boom 
in  such 
Tenements. 

Proportion 
per  cent, 
of  such 
Persons  to 
total 

Population. 

Easthampstead 

•  . 

2668 

824 

30-88 

48 

395 

2-50 

2-88 

Windsor 

4853 

1642 

33-83 

97 

711 

2-56 

3-05 

Wokingham 

2956 

1143 

38-67 

54 

487 

2-42 

3-46 

Newbury 

2489 

1197 

48-09 

56 

442 

2-65 

4-14 

Bradfield 

3853 

1522 

39-50 

99 

838 

2-53 

4-65 

Cookham 

2089 

966 

46-24 

64 

551 

2-47 

5-59 

Wallingford 

2548 

1384 

54-32 

127 

986 

2-63 

8-42 

Abingdon 

2651 

1525 

57-53 

135 

1114 

2-59 

9-31 

Hungerford 

3999 

2271 

56-79 

204 

1591 

2-65 

9-35 

Wantage 

3018 

1846 

61-17 

191 

1478 

2-64 

11-48 

Faringdon 

3075 

1817 

59-09 

223 

1782 

2-65 

13-16 

England  and  Wales  .. 

6,131,001 

3,205,705 

52-29 

481,653 

3,258,044 

2-81 

11-23 

Urban  Sanitary  Districts 

4,387,311 

2,357,112 

53-73 

391,220 

2,572,413 

t  r\- 

Rural  Sanitary  Districts 

1,743,690 

848,593 

48-67 

90,433 

685,631 

— 

8-46 

From  these  figures  we  may  deduce  the  conclusion  that,  while  there  is  some  room  for  im¬ 
provement  in  your  district,  the  inhabitants  of  it  are  better  housed  than  those  of  all  but  two  of 
the  other  Eural  Sanitary  Districts  in  Berkshire,  namely  Easthampstead  and  Windsor  ;  whilst 
the  per  centage  of  overcrowded  persons  in  it,  when  judged  by  the  standard  which  has  been 
adopted,  is  very  much  less  than  is  found  in  most  of  the  other  Eural  Sanitary  Districts  in  this 
county,  and  is  rather  less  than  seven  sixteenths,  and  considerably  under  one  half  of  the  average 
in  all  the  Eural  Sanitary  Districts  in  England  and  Wales. 

.The  census  affords  no  data  for  calculating  what  overcrowding  there  may  be  in  tenements 
with  more  than  four  rooms,  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  district  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is 
not  much  in  it. 

Your  district  contains  42,270  acres,  so  at  the  census  there  was  0-33  person  per  acre,  and 
there  was  an  area  of  3  acres  per  person. 

During  the  year  134  persons  were  married;  179  males  and  160  females  were  born  ;  and 
93  males  and  96  females  died  in  the  district.  To  these  numbers  must  be  added  5  marriages  in 
the  Borough  of  Wokingham  in  which  both  of  the  persons  married  resided  in  the  Wokingham 
Eural  Sanitary  District;  the  births  of  4  males  and  2  females  in  the  workhouse  at  Wokingham; 
and  the  deaths  of  4  males  and  1  female  in  the  workhouse  and  2  males  and  3  females  in  the 
Eoyal  Berkshire  Hospital,  which  took  place  amongst  persons  who  had  been  admitted  from  your 
district. 

The  total  numbers  due  to  the  district  were,  therefore,  144  persons  married ;  345  births, 
including  183  males  and  162  females ;  and  199  deaths,  of  which  99  happened  to  males  and 
100  to  females. 

There  were  10  persons  married  to  every  1,000  living,  or  2-6  per  1,000  below  the  average  of 
of  the  five  years  preceding. 
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The  birth  rate  was  24-00  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  was  2-2  below  the  average  of 
the  six  years  preceding. 

The  death  rate  at  all  ages  was  13-84  per  1,000  persons  living,  and  was  0-78  below  the 
six  years’  average  of  14-62. 

Of  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  50  occurred  under  five  years  of  age,  9  at  five  and 
under  fifteen,  12  at  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five,  38  at  twenty-five  and  under  fifty-five,  17  at 
fifty-five  and  under  sixty-five,  and  73  at  sixty-five  and  upwards. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  under  these  age-groups  the  number  of  males,  females, 
and  persons  estimated  to  be  living  at  the  middle  of  1893,  the  deaths  at  each  age-group  and  the 
deaths  per  1,000  living  at  each  age-group,  such  death  rates  being  strictly  comparable  with 
similar  rates  in  all  places  and  needing  no  correction  like  crude  death  rates  : — 


All 

Ages. 

0 

and  under 

5. 

5 

and  under 
15. 

15 

and  under 
25. 

25 

and  under 
55. 

55 

and  under 
65. 

65 

and 

upwards. 

Numbers  living  at  each  Age-Group,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1893. 

Males  ... 

7104 

829 

1706 

1249 

2398 

465 

457 

Females 

7273 

828 

1735 

1147 

2584 

507 

471 

Persons  . . .  ‘ - 

-1-437? 

1658 

3441 

2395 

4983 

972 

928 

Deaths  at  each  Age-Group. 

Males  ... 

99 

29 

3 

4 

21 

5 

37 

Females 

100 

21 

6 

8 

17 

12 

36 

Persons ... 

199 

50 

.9 

12 

38 

17 

73 

Deaths  to  1,000  living  at  each  Age-Group. 

Males  ... 

13-94 

34-98 

1-76 

3-20 

8-76 

10-75 

80-96 

Females 

13-75 

25-36 

3-46 

6-97 

6-58 

23-67 

76-43 

Persons... 

13-84 

30-16 

2-62 

5-01 

7-63 

17-49 

78-66 

The  mortality  under  one  year  of  age  is  best  stated  in  terms  of  deaths  to  every  1,000  births 
registered,  instead  of  each  1,000  living  at  that  age,  because  the  enumeration  of  infants  under 
one  at  censuses  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  accurate,  the  number  being  understated  owing  to 
inaccurate  returns,  many  in  their  first  year  being  given  as  one  year  old.  Dr.  Farr  attributed 
this  deficiency  to  confusion  betvreen  the  current  year  of  age  and  the  completed  years  of  life,  and 
not  to  actual  omissions. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  35,  and  were  101-4  per  1,000  of 
registered  births.  This  represents  the  “  infantile  mortality.” 
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The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  certain  groups  of  diseases, 
and  the  proportion  of  them  to  1,000  births,  are  set  forth  below  : — 


Infants  under  One  Year. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of  Births. 

1.  Wasting  Diseases  ... 

10 

28-99 

2.  Convulsive  Diseases... 

4 

11-59 

3.  Diarrhceal  Diseases ... 

7 

20-29 

4.  Pulmonary  Diseases... 

4 

11-59 

1.  Includes  marasmus,  atrophy,  debility,  asthenia,  want  of  breast  milk  and  premature  birth. 

2.  Includes  hydrocephalus,  infantile  meningitis,  convulsions  and  teething. 

3.  Includes  diarrhoea,  gastro-enteritis,  intestinal  catarrh,  &c. 

4.  Includes  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy. 

In  the  accompanying  table,  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  births,  and 
the  deaths  classified  according  to  ages,  diseases  and  localities,  are  enumerated  : — 


X 


Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1893  in  %  Kural  Sanitary  District  of  Wokingham. 
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The  deaths  included  3  from  diphtheria,  1  from  enteric  or  typhoid  fever,  1  from  measles,  and 
4  from  diarrhcea  ;  so  9  deaths  were  due  to  the  principal  zymotic  diseases.  This  was  at  the  rate 
of  0‘63  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  was  0-61  per  1,000  below  the  average  of  the  six  years 
preceding. 

The  next  table,  relating  to  1893  and  the  six  years  preceding  enumerates  the 


Deaths  fkom  the  Pkincipah  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Year 

... 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Small  Pox 

.  •  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

•  • • .  ... 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

. 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  ...  ... 

0 

2 

8 

14 

6 

5 

3 

1  Whooping  Cough 

... 

4 

3 

3 

3 

5 

8 

0 

1 

^Typhus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fevers  of  a 

continued 

Enteric 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1  character 

Doubtful 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

8 

5 

2 

3 

6 

2 

4 

Total  deaths  from  the  above  1 
Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  j 

25 

13 

16 

22 

19 

15 

9 

j  Death  rate  per  1,000  . 

1-35 

0-95 

1-15 

1-57 

1-35 

1-05 

0-63 

Phthisis,  or  consumption  caused  14  deaths,  which  was  at  the  rate  of  0-97  per  1,000  persons 
living,  and  0-07  below  the  average  of  the  six  years  preceding. 

Pulmonary  diseases,  other  than  phthisis,  caused  23  deaths,  or  1-60  per  1,000 ;  this  was 
0’96  below  the  six  years’  average. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  were  the  cause  of  17  deaths.  This  was  at  the  rate  of  1T8  per 
1,000,  and  0-04  above  the  average  of  the  six  years. 

Five  deaths,  or  0-35  per  1,000  persons  living,  were  due  to  cancerous  diseases ;  this  was 
O’ 23  below  the  average. 

The  subjoined  table  records  the  mortality  per  1,000  persons  living  from  consumption, 
pulmonary  diseases,  heart  diseases,  and  cancerous  diseases,  in  1893,  and  during  the  six  years 
preceding  ; — 


1 

Disease. 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

Six  Years’ 
Average. 

1893 

Phthisis . . 

1-14 

109 

0-94 

1-07 

0-85 

1-12 

1-04 

0-97 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  . . 

1-62 

■  1-89 

1-87 

2-21 

4-11 

3-65 

2-56 

1-60 

Diseases  of  the  Heart. . 

0-97 

1-45 

1-08 

0-86 

1-27 

1-19 

1-14 

1-18 

Cancerous  Diseases  . . 

0-43 

0-29 

0-79 

0-50 

0-85 

0-63 

0-58 

0-35 
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The  deaths  due  to  violence  numbered  14  and  included  three  suicides.  They  were  at  the 
rate  of  0’97  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  annexed  table  sets  forth  the  statistics  relating  to  the  district  for  the  past  seven  years : — 


Year. 

Population, 
estimated  to 

30th  June. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Marriage  rate 

per  1,000  living. 

1 

Birth  rate 

per  1,000  living. 

Death  rate 

per  1,000  living. 

Zymotic  death  rate 

per  1,000  living. 

Deaths  of  Children 

under  1  year 

per  1,000  births. 

All  registered 
in  the  District. 

Occurred  out¬ 
side,  but  due  to 
the  District. 

Due  to 
the  District. 

All  registered 
in  the  District. 

Occurred  out¬ 
side,  but  due  to 
the  District. 

Due  to 
the  District. 

Under  1  year. 

Under  5  years. 

1  Over  5  years. 

1893 

14,377 

339 

6 

345 

189 

10 

199 

35 

50 

149 

10-0 

240 

13-8 

0-63 

101-4 

1892 

14,249 

367 

2 

369 

215 

18 

233 

45 

60 

173 

12-8 

25-9 

16-3 

1-05 

121-9 

1891 

14,123 

337 

3 

340 

212 

26 

238 

33 

62 

176 

11-9 

24-1 

16-9 

1-35 

97-1 

1890 

13,999 

364 

3 

367 

183 

18 

201 

30 

51 

150 

13-1 

26-2 

14-8 

1-57 

81-7 

1889 

13,875 

382 

0 

382 

198 

17 

215 

39 

56 

159 

12-1 

27-5 

15-5 

1-15 

102-1 

1888 

♦13,753 

348 

2 

350 

162 

6 

168 

34 

55 

113 

13-1 

25-4 

12-2 

0-95 

97-1 

1887 

tl8,500 

515 

5 

520 

210 

13 

226 

39 

71 

152 

28-1 

12-0 

1-35 

75-0 

*  The  district  was  diminished  on  the  30th  September,  1887,  owing  to  the  extension  of  the 

of  Hehding. 

t  Approximate  estimate. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

In  the  subjoined  table  the  cases  which  were  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  are  enumerated  : — 


LOCALITY. 

Aged 
under  5 
or 

over  5. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlatina. 

i 

! 

Diphtheria. 

1 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Wokingham  Registration  Suh-distriot, 
excluding  Wokingham  Borough  . . 

under  5 

5  upwards. 

0 

1 

9 

19 

2 

29 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Wargrave  Registration  Sub-district..  • 

under  5 

5  upwards. 

0 

1 

6 

28 

2 

15 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Totals  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

under  5 

5  upwards. 

0 

2 

15 

47 

4 

44 

0 

6 

0 

2 

1 

11 

The  fees  for  certificates  given  under  the  Act  during  the  year  amounted  to  £15  13s.  6d. 

Small  Fox. — In  June  I  received  notification  of  two  cases  of  small  pox,  one  was  ahoy  aged 
about  nine  and  was  treated  in  his  home  at  Earley  ;  the  other,  a  labourer  aged  39,  living  in  the 
rural  part  of  Wokingham  parish,  was  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital  at  the  workhouse.  They 
had  both  been  vaccinated,  were  only  slightly  ill,  and  recovered.  Other  persons  living  in  the 
houses  who  required  it  were  re-vaccinated,  and  there  were  no  other  cases. 

Measles  was  not  epidemic.  It  caused  the  death  of  one  child  aged  6,  at  Earley,  in  October. 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  in  62  instances,  but  caused  no  deaths,  having  been  of  a  very 
mild  character  ;  15  of  the  patients  were  under  five  years  of  age,  and  47  were  aged  five  and  up¬ 
wards  ;  they  occurred  in  35  different  houses.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  were  one 
case  at  Shinfield,  one  at  Sonning,  one  in  the  rural  part  of  Wokingham  parish,  five  cases  in  three 
houses  at  Hurst,  two  in  two  houses  at  Sindlesham,  five  in  two  houses  at  Swallowfield,  and  two  in 
two  houses  in  Wargrave  parish  ;  in  the  second  quarter  there  were  five  cases  in  three  houses  at 
Hurst,  one  at  Swallowfield,  and  a  second  case  in  the  house  at  Wokingham  ;  in  the  third  quarter 
there  were  seven  cases  in  two  houses  at  Shinfield,  one  at  Earley,  five  in  three  houses  at  Sonning, 
and  two  at  Hurst ;  in  the  fourth  quarter  there  were  ten  cases  in  six  houses  in  the  rural  part  of 
Wokingham,  two  at  Earley,  two  at  Shinfield,  three  at  Twyford,  one  in  Wargrave  parish,  and 
five  in  three  houses  at  Hurst,  in  one  of  which  there  had  been  cases  in  the  preceding  quarter. 

Diphtheria. — Forty-eight  cases  of  diphtheria  and  diphtheritic  throat  were  notified,  all  but 
four  of  them  having  been  aged  five  and  upwards.  They  occurred  in  37  houses,  and  three  of  them 
ended  fatally.  One  girl,  aged  five,  died  from  diphtheria  at  Shinfield  in  April,  and  two  boys  aged 
18  months  and  13  years  died  from  it  at  Wargrave  in  August. 

Many  of  the  illnesses  characterised  as  diphtheritic  throat,  of  which  21  were  notified,  were 
very  slight. 


In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  were  two  cases  in  two  houses  at  Swallowfield,  five  in 
five  houses  at  Shinfield,  and  one  case  at  Earley  ;  in  the  second  quarter  there  were  four  cases  in 
four  houses  at  Swallowfield,  ten  in  five  houses  at  Shinfield,  one  at  Sindlesham,  and  one  at 
Arborfield  ;  in  the  third  quarter  there  were  five  cases  in  five  houses  at  Twyford,  four  in  three 
houses  at  Wargrave,  two  in  one  house  at  Hurst,  one  at  Sonning,  and  five  in  five  hiBuses 
field,  in  two  of  which  there  had  been  cases  previously ;  in  the  fourth  quarter  there  were  one  case 
at  Swallowfield,  two  in  one  house  at  Wargrave,  one  at  Twyford,  and  three  in  three  houses  at 
Shinfield,  in  one  of  which  there  had  been  a  case  in  the  third  quarter. 

In  February  Earley  school  was  closed  for  a  short  time  as  a  child  living  in  the  house  was 
ill  with  diphtheria. 


Whooping  Gough  was  not  prevalent  and  did  not  cause  any  deaths. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  caused  the  death  of  a  man  aged  46,  on  January  2nd.  He  died  in 
the  rural  part  of  Wokingham  parish,  but  his  illness,  which  had  been  notified  in  1892,  was  con¬ 
tracted  in  Ireland. 


I  received  notification  of  six  cases  amongst  persons  who  were  over  five  years  of  age,  and 
who  all  recovered.  Two  happened  at  Wargrave,  one  in  January  and  one  in  August,  but  both  of 
the  patients  had  become  infected  before  they  went  to  the  village ;  one  of  them  was  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  on  the  Thames  for  some  time,  and  put  up  at  Wargrave  on  account  of  being  ill. 
The  others  occurred  at  Spencer’s  Wood,  Swallowfield,  in  May,  at  Eiseley  Common,  Swallow¬ 
field,  in  August,  at  Swallowfield  Street,  and  at  Hurst  in  December. 

In  neither  instance  were  there  any  local  conditions  to  which  the  disease  could  be  ascribed. 

Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  twice,  and  both  of  the  patients  died  from  it  ;  one  in  the 
rural  part  of  Wokingham  parish  in  May,  the  other  at  Swallowfield  Street  in  September. 

Erysipelas  caused  the  death  of  two  infants.  One  of  these,  aged  five  months,  had  been 
sent  from  Wargrave  into  the  Eoyal  Berkshire  Hospital  at  Eeading,  where  it  died  after  the 
excision  of  a  nsevus,  the  other,  aged  27  days,  died  at  Earley.  Neither  of  these  cases  was 
notified,  the  first  because  it  occurred  in  Eeading,  where  erysipelas  is  not  a  notifiable  disease 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Eeading  Corporation  Act,  1881,  the  second  because  it  was  attended 
by  a  Eeading  medical  man,  who  was  probably  unaware  that  this  disease  has  to  be  notified  when 
occurring  outside  that  Borough. 

Twelve  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  all  but  one  of  them 
happened  over  five  years  of  age.  They  all  recovered.  One  of  them  was  in  January,  in  the  rural 
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part  of  Wokingham  ;  four  were  in  February,  at  Arborfield,  Woodley,  Wargrave,  and  Twyford; 
one  was  in  May,  at  Hurst ;  three  were  in  July,  two  in  Wargrave  parish  and  one  at  Shinfield ; 
two  were  in  September,  one  at  Swallowfield  and  one  in  Wargrave  parish ;  and  one  was  in 
December  at  Swallowfield. 

Diarrhcsa  caused  the  death  of  four  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ;  one  died  at  Shinfield  in 
June,  one  in  Wokingham  parish  in  August,  one  at  Whistley  in  October,  and  one  at  Wargrave  in 
November. 

Influenza  was  not  epidemic,  but  four  deaths  were  ascribed  to  it.  One  at  Finchampstead, 
and  one  at  Whistley  in  March,  one  at  Whistley  in  November,  and  one  at  Wargrave  in  Decem¬ 
ber. 

\ 

The  usual  routine  for  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  was 
followed,  the  premises  where  cases  occurred  were  examined,  and  any  unhealthy  or  dangerous 
conditions  which  were  observed  were  removed  as  far  as  practicable. 

One  public  elementary  school  had  to  be  closed,  and  I  gave  a  certificate  for  the  purpose. 

General. 

Water  Supplyi. — During  the  year  the  Sonning  waterworks  were  completed  from  the 
designs  and  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  the  engineer  whom  you  had 
consulted,  with  Mr.  S.  S.  Davson  as  resident  engineer. 

The  engine  house  and  reservoir  were  constructed,  and  the  pipes  were  laid  by  Mr.  M.  S. 
Kitteringham^the  contractor  whose  tender  was  the  lowest  of  the  seventeen  which  you  received. 

The  en^ne  and  pumps  were  supplied  and  fixed  by  Messrs.  Eobert  Warner  &  Co.,  of 
Jewin  Crescent,  London,  and  the  tube  well,  which  had  been  made  in  the  previous  year,  was  sunk 
by  Mr.  Callas,  of  Beading. 

Although  I  described  this  well  in  my  last  annual  report,  it  will  be  convenient  to  recapitu¬ 
late  the  particulars  concerning  it  in  this  description  of  the  works. 

The  boring,  which  is  situated  outside  Holme  Park,  to  the  south-west  of  the  village,  is  75 
feet  deep,  in  the  upper  chalk,  and  is  lined  with  60  feet  of  5-inch  iron  tube  f-inch  thick.  This 
tube  has  steel  socketted  joints  in  the  upper  30  feet,  and  flush  joints  in  the  lower  30  feet,  with  a 
steel  shoe  at  the  bottom.  A  5f-inch  boring  was  made  for  30  feet  from  the  surface  ;  the  tube 
was  dropped  down  into  it,  and  a  4f-inch  boring  was  then  begun  and  continued  to  the  bottom,  the 
lining  tube  being  driven  for  the  rest  of  the  depth  to  62  feet  from  the  surface.  As  the  tube  is 
larger  than  the  boring  in  that  part  it  cut  its  way  through  the  chalk,  and  thus  made  a  watertight 
lining  in  the  lower  30  feet  of  its  depth  ;  so  all  the  water  must  be  drawn  from  at  least  62  feet 
from  the  surface.  There  are  13  feet  of  unlined  4f-inch  boring  below  the  lining  tube,  and  as 
several  layers  of  flint  were  penetrated  in  that  part  water  enters  very  freely,  and  stands  in  the 
tube  at  10  or  11  feet  from  the  surface. 

Thirty-six  feet  of  3^-inch  galvanized  iron  suction  pipe  were  fixed  in  the  boring,  with  an 
airtight  joint  at  the  top  of  the  lining  tube. 

After  the  well  had  been  completed  the  yield  of  water  was  tested  by  having  a  centrifugal 
pump  attached  to  it  and  worked  by  a  portable  steam  engine  for  24  hours  without  intermission. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  a  tank  holding  198  gallons  was  filled  in  exactly  two  minutes,  or  at  the 
rate  of  99  gallons  a  minute.  It  was  evident  that  the  boring  would  have  yielded  a  larger  quantity 
of  water  if  more  power  had  been  at  command.  The  pump  was  removed  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  five  minutes  after  the  engine  was  stopped  water  stood  in  the  bore  hole  at  exactly  the  height 
it  was  before  the  pumping  commenced. 

The  trial  was  made  after  a  long  and  exceptionally  dry  season,  so  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
yield  of  water  will  ever  be  less  than  at  that  time. 

The  engine  is  one  of  Priestman’s  oil  engines,  2-brake-horse  power. 
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The  pumps  are  a  set  of  Robert  Warner  ifc  Co.’s  three  throw  pumps  with  gun-metal 
plungers,  4  inches  in  diameter  by  9  inches  stroke. 

It  was  specified  that  the  engine  and  pumps  must  be  capable  of  pumping  10,000  gallons  of 
water  into  the  reservoir  in  six  hours,  the  engine  running*  at  180  revolutions  a  minute,  and  the 
pressure  gauge  on  the  rising  main  showing  a  pressure  of  about  GOlbs.  on  the  square  inch ;  this 
duty  to  be  performed  with  a  consumption  of  about  two  gallons  of  oil. 

The  rising  main  to  the  reservoir  is  4  inches  in  diameter,  and  1,783  feet  in  length.  A  4-inch 
screw  down  sluice  valve  is  fixed  in  it  outside  the  air  vessel  in  the  engine  house.  This  is  made  so 
that  the  rod  lifts  with  the  valve  and  thus  indicates  whether  it  is  shut  or  open. 

The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  75  ft.  6  in.  above  the  surface  of  the  ground  at  the  pumping 
station. 

The  reservoir  is  about  28  feet  square,  its  depth  to  the  water  line  is  8  feet,  and  its  capacity 
is  about  40,000  gallons,  which  is  about  seven  or  eight  days’  supply  for  the  village.  It  is  covered 
and  properly  ventilated,  its  part  above  the  ground  being  banked  with  earth.  There  is  an 
arrangement  in  it  by  which  water  can  be  supplied  to  the  village  whenever  it  has  to  be  emptied 
for  cleansing  or  repairs. 

It  is  situated  about  4,000  feet  from  the  commencement  of  the  village.  Its  bottom  is 
about  48  feet  above  the  highest,  and  83  feet  above  the  lowest  parts  of  the  village. 

The  distributing  mains  are  coated,  and  consist  of  4,390  feet  of  4-inch  pipes,  and  3,935  feet 
of  3-inch  pipes.  There  are  17  hydrants,  7  sluice  valves,  and  4  air  valves  in  them. 

The  total  cost  of  the  works  has  been  £1,840  4s.  lid.,  including  £24  19s.  lor  lericfW^ 
round  the  engine  house  and  reservoir.  ~~ 

A  loan  of  £1,800  was  obtained  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board ;  of  that 
sum  £400  has  to  be  repaid  in  15  years,  and  £1,400  in  30  years. 

The  engine  was  first  started  on  September  28th,  and  since  that  time  pumping  has  been 
continued  regularly,  generally  for  about  five  or  six  hours  three  days  a  week. 

The  rate  book  shows  that  there  are  now  107  inhabited  houses  in  the  parish.  At  present 
76  houses  are  supplied  from  the  waterworks,  so  there  are  31  houses  which  are  not  supplied.  Of 
these  10  are  beyond  the  range  of  the  water  mains,  whilst  several  have  proper  supplies  from  other 
sources.  The  water  is  laid  on  to  two  farm  yards,  so  the  total  number  of  supplies  from  the 
waterworks  is  78. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  parish  is  £4,398. 

To  repay  the  annual  instalments  of  principal  and  interest,  and  to  cover  the  cost  of  pump¬ 
ing  and  other  expenses,  a  rate  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  houses  and  three  pence  on  land  is 
required,  besides  the  water  rate,  which  is  charged  on  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  actually 
supplied.  The  charges  for  domestic  supplies  are  seven  shillings  a  year  for  all  houses  under  £14 
rateable  value,  and  2^  per  cent,  on  the  rateable  value  of  all  other  houses,  and  some  extra 
charges,  of  which  there  are  six  at  present,  for  farm  yards,  cowkeeping,  and  livery  stables. 

The  whole  work  has  been  well  done  and  is  a  great  success  ;  it  is  a  credit  to  both  the 
engineer  and  contractors.  The  Priestman’s  oil  engine  performs  its  work  admirably,  and  has  the 
great  advantage  over  a  steam  engine  of  not  requiring  the  carting  of  coal  to  an  awkward 
situation,  a  few  casks  of  oil  per  annum  being  all  it  requires. 

Although  the  undertaking  has  been  carried  out  as  economically  as  possible  it  entails  a 
rather  heavy  charge  upon  the  parish,  since  the  population  is  so  small ;  it  would  have  cost  but 
little  more  to  have  supplied  a  considerably  larger  place,  when  the  proportional  expense  would 
have  been  much  less. 

I  reported  to  you  that  much  of  the  well  water  in  Wargrave  and  Twyford  is  impure,  and 
that  in  the  latter  village  the  supply  often  runs  very  short  in  dry  seasons,  and  suggested  that  you 
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should  consider  the  question  of  providing  a  supply  of  pure  water  for  those  places,  either 
separately  or  by  a  combined  scheme. 

A  great  deal  of  time  was  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  and  you  instructed  Mr. 
Marshall  and  Mr.  Blake,  of  H.M.  Geological  Survey,  to  report  upon  it.  Several  suitable  sites 
for  wells  and  reservoirs  were  selected,  and  you  directed  Mr.  Marshall  to  prepare  alternative 
schemes  for  supplying  the  places  separately  or  in  combination,  and  as  far  as  Wargrave  was 
concerned,  the  village  only  or  that  together  with  the  outlying  parts  of  the  parish  at  Hare  Hatch, 
Kiln  Green,  and  Knowl  Hill.  You  eventually  decided  upon  a  combined  supply  for  Twyford, 
Wargrave  and  those  outlying  parts.  Protracted  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessary 
sites  were  entered  upon  but  eventually  fell  through,  and  nothing  was  definitely  decided  upon  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  However,  the  matter  has  not  been  allowed  to  drop,  and  good  progress 
has  now  been  made  with  it,  so  it  is  probable  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  this  year. 

Towards  the  end  of  1892  the  owners  of  about  fifteen  houses  in  the  parish  of  Shinfield, 
which  were  very  badly  off  for  water,  commenced  to  provide  a  proper  supply  for  them.  That 
work  was  completed  last  year  and  has  furnished  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water. 

Eight  certificates  under  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  respecting  the  water 
supplied  to  twenty  new  houses  were  given  to  the  owners. 

An  inhabitant  of  Wargrave  having  made  a  complaint  about  a  nuisance  arising  from  bad 
odours  from  a  watercourse  into  which  the  road  sewers  from  the  village  discharge,  I  reported  to 
you  on  the  matter  and  made  several  recommendations  for  preventing  the  nuisance,  which  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Highway  Authority,  which  has  control  over  the  road  sewers.  They 
tiaJ  not  been''  aif»tended  to  at  the  close  of  the  year,  but  I  believe  some  alterations  will  soon  be 
made  which  wilP^reveat-'any  recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

Overcroivding  was  observed  and  abated  in  two  houses  situated  in  the  parish  of  Woking¬ 
ham  and  at  Twyford. 

Four  Damp  and  Dilapidated  Houses  at  The  Grove,  Twyford,  were  closed. 

New  Buildings. — Twenty-six  plans  under  the  bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings  were 
submitted  to  you  and  received  your  approval. 

The  Bakehouses  did  not  give  cause  for  any  complaint. 

The  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  were  visited  and  found  to  be  in  a  fairly  good  state.  Four 
persons  were  registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops  Order  of  1885.  The  total 
number  of  persons  on  the  register  was  64. 

ThA  Anthrax  Order  of  1892,  which  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of  the  year,  provides 
that  the  inspectors  of  the  local  authorities  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts  shall 
forthwith  on  receipt  of  notice  of  the  existence  of  anthrax  give  information  of  the  receipt  of  the 
notice  to  the  medical  ofQcer  of  health  of  the  sanitary  district  in  which  the  disease  has  appeared. 

I  received  two  notices  under  that  Order,  one  in  November  from  the  superintendent  of 
police  at  Wokingham  respecting  an  outbreak  of  anthrax  at  Bearwood,  and  one  in  December 
from  the  chief  constable  of  Berkshire  referring  to  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  at  Spencer’s  Wood, 
which  proved  of  much  value  because  it  enabled  me  to  cause  the  carcass  of  a  cow,  which  was 
believed  to  have  been  affected  and  had  been  taken  into  Eeading,  to  be  buried.  A  butcher  who 
had  cut  that  carcass  up  suffered  from  a  poisoned  wound  on  his  right  hand ;  and  his  son  who  had 
assisted  him  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  anthrax.  The  boy  was  removed  into  the  Eoyal 
Berkshire  Hospital,  where  he  was  operated  upon,  and  recovered. 

Legal  proceedings  for  enforcing  orders  made  by  you  were  not  required  in  any  instance. 

I  append  the  report  of  your  surveyor  and  inspector  respecting  the  details  of  his  work 
during  the  year. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  ASHBY. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  SUEVEYOE  AND  INSPECTOE  OF  NUISANCES. 

Fob  the  Yeab  1893. 


Nuisances  due  to  foul  ditches  abated  ...  ...  ...%  ...  8 

Foul  accumulations  removed  ...  ,..  ...  ...  "  ...  5 

Nuisances  due  to  foul  drains,  cesspools,  &c.,  abated  ...  ...  23 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  in  bouses  abated  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfected  and  lime-wasbed  when  required  ...  ...  75 

Damp,  filthy,  and  dilapidated  bouses  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  4 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  earth  closets  constructed  for  old  bouses  ...  ...  ...  13 

New  privies  constructed  for  old  bouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  of  old  bouses  ...  ..  10 

Proper  drainage  provided  where  deficient  ...  ...  ...  8 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  wells  of  12  new  bouses  ...  ...  6 

Ditto  from  supply  of  15  old  bouses  .  8 

Ditto  from  old  bouses,  and  wells  closed...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  wells  made  for  bouses  without  water  supply  ...  ...  2 


I  examined  and  submitted  to  the  Eural  Sanitary  Authority  26  plans  under  the  bye-laws 
respecting  new  buildings.  They  related  to  36  new  bouses,  5  stablings,  1  bakehouse,  l-suii6u^ 
shop,  1  boathouse,  6  additions  to  bouses,  and  4  reconstructions^  of  drakiSr 

I  inspected  those  new  buildings  during  the  course  of  their  erection,  and  saw  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bye-laws  were  complied  with. 

As  Inspector  of  Cow-sheds,  Dairies,  &c.,  I  visited  the  cow-sheds.  I  found  them  kept 
fairly  clean,  considering  the  scarcity  of  litter,  and  the  cows  within  them  had  the  appearance  of 
being  healthy,  except  in  two  instances  in  which  there  were  some  cases  of  anthrax. 

There  are  64  persons  registered  under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order  of 
1885 ;  they  keep  800  dairy  cows. 

E.  W.  HAMILTON, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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